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ascendency of the English, soon came to terms, and
quietly collected ships and troops at Batavia. After Olive's
campaign against the Shahzada, Meer Jaffier appears to
have felt some scruples at the part he was playing, for
he told Warren Hastings in July 1759 that the Dutch
were in league with the Nawab of Oude, and that the
expedition they were fitting out was destined for Chin-
surah. Early in October seven Dutch ships, filled with
European and Malay soldiers, anchored at the mouth of
the Hooghly, and Meer Jaffier's behaviour immediately
afterwards convinced Olive that he had given the Dutch
permission to bring the troops up to Chinsurah if
they could. He at once prepared to resist any attempt
to force a passage by land or water, and a little later
Tiig suspicions of the NawaVs treachery were confirmed
by letters from Warren Hastings. When the Dutch
were ready they sent a memorandum to Fort William,
in which, after recapitulating their grievances, they
threatened reprisals if their boats were searched and
the passage of their troops up the river obstructed, Olive
referred them to the ISTawab, under whose orders he
said he was acting, and offered his friendly offices on
their behalf. On receipt of this reply they threw off
the mask, seized seven English vessels, tore down the
British colours at Falta and Riapur, and burned the
houses of the Company's agents. Olive had doubted how
far he would be justified in opposing the troops of a
Power at peace with England; his difficulty was now
removed. Believing that the Dutch had heard of a
rupture between England and Holland, or that the
Nawab had promised to join them, he at once took
action. He divided his small force of three hundred